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owne sake, and not for his sake; to the intent, that through Ills laboure
and studie they might al live wealthily sauffe from wronges and in-
juries : and that therfore the kynge ought to take more care for the
wealthe of his people, then for his owne wealthe, even as the office
and devvtie of a shepehearde is in that he is a shepherde, to feede
his shepe rather then himselxe. For as towchinge this., that they
thinke the defence and mayntenaunce of peace to consiste in the
povertie of the people, the thing it selle sheweth that they be farre
out of the waye. For where shai a man finde more wrangling, quarel-
ling, brawling", and chiding", then among beggars?
Who be more desierous of newe mutations and alterations^ then
they that be not content with the present state of their lyfe? Or
finallye who be bolder stomaked to bringe all in a hurlieburlye (ther-
by trustinge to get some windfal) then they that have nowe nothinge
to leese? And yf any Kyng were so smally regarded, and so lightly
estemed, yea so behated of his stibjectes, that other wayes he could
not kepe them in awe, but onlye by open wronges, by pollinge and
shavinge, and by briiiginge them to beggerie* sewerly it were better
for him to forsake his kmgdome, then to holde it by this meanes:
whereby though the name of a king be kepte, yet the majestie is lost.
For it is againste the dignitie of a kynge to have rule over beggers,
but rather over ryche and welthie men. Of this mynde was the hardie
and couragius Fabrice, when he sayde, that he had rather be a ruler
of riche men, then be ryche himselfe. And verelye one man to live
in pleasure and wealth, whyles all other wepe and smarte for it, that
is the parte, not of a kynge, but of a jayler. To be shorte as he is
a folyshe phisition, that cannot cure his patientes disease, onles he
caste him in an other syckenes, so he cannot amend the lives of
his subjectes, but be taking from them the wealthe and conirnoditie of
lyfe, he muste nedes graunte that, he knoweth not the feate how to
governe men. But let him rather amende his owne lyfe, renounce tin-
honest pleasures, and forsake pride. For these be the chiefe vices that
cause hyra to runne in the contempte or hatred of his people. Let
him lyve of hys owne, hurtinge no man. Let him doe cost not above
his power. Let him restreyne wyckednes. Let him prevente vices,
and take a waye the occasions of offenses by well orderynge hys sub-
jectes, and not by sufferynge wickednes to increase afterward to be
punyshed. Let hym not be to hastie in callynge agayne lawes, whyche
a ctastome hath abrogated: specially suche as have bene longe forgot-
ten, and never lacked nor neaded. And let hym never under the cloke
and pretence of transgression take suche fynes and forfaytes, as no
Judge wyll suffre a private persons to take, an unjuste and ful of
gile.
Here if I should brynge forth before them the lawe of the Macariens,
whiche be not farre distaunt from Utopia: whose Kynge the daye of